The attached is a summary of answers on the METCO Forum Steering Committee
Questionnaire of June 2003

All answers have been entered verbatim, with no editing except for the following:

Every form was assigned an ID number. These are the ID numbers listed in the
attached summaries.

In some cases, the author’s name was included on the form. These names were not
included in this summary.

If a word or group of words was not intelligible, they were replaced with [unknown].

Since the database does not support underlining, words or phrases which were
underlined on the form were surrounded with asterisks, i.e., *underlined text*.

For the choices in question 5, some people ranked these. In this case, the top choices
were entered.

When people wrote on the margin, these notes were entered in the closest text
location, as a notation.

Our apologies for any typographical errors.

Thank you for your interest and support of this process.

METCO Forum Steering Committee



1. Are you familiar with the METCO Program?

If yes, how:

11
12
15
16
17
18

19
20
21

22
23

25
27

28
29
30
31

32
33

| work in another school system with a large population of METCO students,
Our children were students in the Lincoln Schools

Favored it from the start

As resident of Lincoln; Town Meetings; newspapers

Town meeting, newspaper articles, conversations with parents and kids
Town Meeting discussions; Lincoln Journal articles

Kids in K-8

- Participating neighbors in Cohasset
- News coverage

Children went through Lincooln schools
It was in my school growing up
Newspapers

Town Meeting

Exposure

Lincoln parent - 60s and 70s. DOE consultant/planner and Mass. Ed planner from time to time - 60s and
70s.

Children went to local school; worked in the school 12+ years.
My daughter had friends who'd come over for play-dates.

Grew up in Newton w/ METCO program.
My children now attend Lincoln Schools w/ METCO students.

My child attended Lincoln Schools.

Have child in school
PTA

Students in son's classes. METCO was in *my* school years ago.

Participated in creation of Lincoln program. Have known particular children all the way from K - high
school graduation& have seen affects on my own grandchildren.

Read articles in a book
Host family when my children were in school
Lived in town all my life

Through our school, through friendships with METCO families, through attendance at school committee
meetings, through reading the school's special financial task force report, through talking with people
involved and through reading the newspaper.

Former host parent (in the 70's).

2 kids attended K-3 and K-4 respectively spanning years of '89 - '96 and were host families for kids; | was
also a member of the Lincoln-METCO Coordinating Committee
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If yes, how:

34

35

36
38
39
40
41
42

44
45

46

49
51
52
53
55

56
57
58

59
60
61
62
63
64

65
66
67
68

[student name] was matched with [my daughter] in K-2 before we went to Germany. | was also on MCC
as Treasurer.

Long-term Lincoln resident since 1983. Our children went from elementary school through high school
with classmates from METCO.

Personal research

Media reports, School Committee meetings and personal anecdotes.

Having children in the school

My children attended the Lincoln Schools. | have taught in systems that have the METCO program.
My children are enrolled in the Lincoln Schools.

Through reprots from Task Force, information presented at School Committee meetings and talking with
parents & teachers at school.

Town Meeting - Discussions with neighbors and friends

somewhat
Lincoln Journal, word-of-mouth

1. Familiar with its philosophy and founding in the sixties.
2. Our children experienced having METCO children in their Lincoln classes.

I've followed the program during its inception!

As a long time Lincoln resident, | cannot help but be...

It was a great enrichment for my children who are now 38 and forty.

[unknown] years seeing kids around [note this form was xeroxed, and is not entirely legible]

Children attended Lincoln schools.
METCO host family for daughter's friend.

Daughter participated in early 70's. We were a host family and she went into Roxbury with her "family."
Parent at beginning of program

Worked at the schools when it first started, and many years after, and during the large increase after
MLK assassination.

In 1970's we were a host family

Newspapers

| have been following this program for several years through reading the Lincoln Journal
Kids in system; METCO student "sponsor" years ago

Through Lincoln, Sudbury & Wayland METCO programs

A member of the first founding committee, discussing & planning the program with Alvin Levin in the
early *sixties*.

Through our town's extra heavy participation & newspaper articles over the years.
Parent of two children who completed Lincoln K-8
My son's best friend was a boy in METCO program & visited in our home 1970's.

Both children graduated from Lincoln School and LSRHS
Son participated in Boston exchanges; Mom attended all School Committee meetings in Boston.
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ID If yes, how:

69 Heard and read about it
Know students in it

70 Familiar with it since 1973
Served on METCO Board

72 4 children in Lincoln Schools - 3 years on METCO Coordinating Committee

74 Everyone knows about it

75 My husband was one of the Lincoln citizens who helped to found it years ago.

76 We *had* children in school.

77 Children in school(s)

78 As a METCO tutor in Lexington

79 PTA, Natick, Residence in Weston with children attending public Weston schools with METCO children

80 | was an OT for CASE Collaborative in the Lincoln grade school and had some contact w/ METCO
students.

81 4 children in the public school system

82 Children in Lincoln schools when program first started

83 A long time resident of Lincoln and parent of children in both middle school and at LS
84 17 years of children in Lincoln public school 1995 - 2002

86 METCO web site

87 Active when METCO began in Lincoln. Served on METCO Coord. Com.; was "host parent" for several
years.

88 My son attended Lincoln schools K-8

89 Our children went to the Lincoln Schools

90 Lincoln taxpayer and parent

91 | have followed the progress of the program since its inception
92 | have taught in Lincoln for 15 years

93 Having children in the school system.

94 By having had children in school & by working with parents who have METCO students in schools - great
program, enriches everyone.

95 Participated when our children were in the Lincoln Schools
97 Children are in my children's classes; we're in the schools & METCO is a part.

98 | am a pediatrician at Boston Medical Center. | have several patients who are part of the program and
have greatly benefited from the opportunity.

99 | don't have children; thus don't have anyone enrolled in Lincoln Schools.
100 Children in the schools. | also taught in Boston and saw it from the alternative view.
101 My children went through Hartwell & Brooks with METCO students

102 Years in Lincoln Schools
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If yes, how:

103

105
106
107
108
110
111
112
114
115
116
117
118

119
120

121
122
123
124
125
126
127
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138

| have known teacher that have been in the Lincoln system. Had nieces & nephews that have been in
classes with METCO students.

Our children were in the Lincoln Schools in 1970's

Have child in the system

Kids went to Lincoln Schools 1975 - 1990

Grew up in Lincoln & have kids in school now.

Town Meeting, Lincoln Schools web page

Have had METCO children over since 1993, became grade rep, later Chair of the MCC
Our children went to the schools in the 70's - 80's

Years of its presence

Participated in founding program in Lexington many years ago.
News reports, Town publications

Following issues over last year

> All of our children attended Lincoln and L-S schools
> | have worked at L-S since 1987

Child in Lincoln School since K, going into 7

Since its beginning and | was a strong supporter of the program but the last ten years of secrecy and
disrespect to those who have had legitimate questions - have led me to question the leadership in the
program.

Have children in the Lincoln school

Reading Lincoln Journal articles & columns over many years.

my daughter attended Lincoln Schools

Multiple children at school.

| had two children go through the Lincoln Schools

Neighbors participating in the program

By growing up in town and having 2 children in school.

Made inquiries after seeing materials on the program in the school office
observations

We have (2) LSRH students

My children are in school in Lincoln, & | have spoken to METCO reps
| was heavily involved in the '91 METCO workshop

my children attended k-8 in Lincoln public school.

We have children in Lincoln schools

| work with the METCO program as a teacher in Lincoln.

Wednesday, July 16, 2003 Page 4 of 7



If yes, how:

139

140
141
143
144
145
146
147

148
149
150
151
152

153
155
156
157
159
161
163
164

165
166
167

168
169
170
172
173

Involved as parent of 3 children in Lincoln school system; cared for METCO boy half day per week during
Kindergarten year; visited families of children linked to mine; my children invited them to our house

from its beginning--a wonderful opportunity for *all* students

I grew up in Lincoln and experienced the program first hand and now have children in Lincoln and LS.
As a volunteer at 1st grade for 5 years

| was in at the beginning

The METCO Program started in Lincoln the same year our son started kindergarten

| was on the METCO Coor. Com.

Town meeting Lincoln Journal
Talks w/ neighbors & friends

We were a host family in the "70's"

Our children were in school at the inception of the METCO program in Lincoln
| attended school that participated in METCO

From original inception (former Sudbury resident, as well)

Worked with Jean Stout on original committee. Though my own kids out of school, | helped with planning
at Ruth Batson's house in Roxbury, sponsored a METCO student, Janice Pits for piano lessons with
Franny Moss--planned parties at Freedom House etc.

I've lived in town 30 years

We have children in the Lincoln schools

We have 2 children in Lincoln schools & | am a product of a school system w/ METCO.
Knowing students who are a part of it.

2 kids currently in Lincoln school

My 2 children have been in the school system for 8 & 3 years.

| have followed it for years, & was an early supporter

My youngest brother attended Lincoln schools when METCO was in place; | worked briefly as an
assistant math teacher for a group of, primarily, METCO students in the 1980's; and my daughter has
attended the school for the past eight years.

| have two children in school
2 children in Lincoln schools previously

| worked in "Inner City" Schools in NYC; (Ridgefield CT; *not* inner city town)
in [lunknown] as school social worker (clinical); also in Wakefield, Mass.

METCO was active when my children attended school

2 kids through the Lincoln schools & LSRHS too

Kids in the Lincoln Public Schools 1987-2000, active participants in METCO/[family?] programs, always.
| have observed it in many of the surrounding towns--am familiar with the program

We were a host family beginning with the first group of children in the program.
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If yes, how:

174

175

176

177
178

179
182

183
184
185

186
187
188
189
190
191
192

193
198
199
200
201

202
203
204
205
207
208

School [unknown], discussion with kids, misrepresented publicity in Lincoln Journal, book about history
of METCO

When | was Elementary school aged, my family sponsored a METCO Student in my Newton Public
School

[at top:] Thanks to you all for the work you are doing.

[Q1:]

4 children K-12 Lincoln Putlic Schools, 1977-1996. METCO host parent, attending METCO forums,
participated in METCO discussions

| am a teacher at the Lincoln School.

The purpose is to acquaint our students with students of a larger community (i.e. Boston) for the sake of
better acquaintance with greater variety of a larger population.

I'm a LSRHS graduate

- Known of it and supported it
- Went through the Lincoln and LS schools with METCO students

Through my association with friends in Lincoln and surrounding metro-Boston suburbs
My daughter attends the Lincoln Schools. I'm on the MCC.

[Above:] You should be asking for comments so this group can become educated.
[Q1:]My children went through Lincoln Schools

My children are in the Lincoln School.

My kids in public school

Had 2 children in Lincoln Schools

My 2 sons went through Lincoln Public School. We were a METCO host family.
My children go to Lincoln School

Newspaper. Word of mouth.

I'm a parent of 2 children who went thru Lincoln Schools. | was a host parent for a METCO students at
Hartwell and Brooks.

METCO parent

As a member of the community/school district in both Belmont and Lincoln

Through the school newsletters, and simply by knowing that some children in the classes are involved.
My daughter attends the school. She has many "great" friends who are METCO students.

My children attend the Lincoln School; they attend classes with the METCO children as well as they
(METCO kids) spend time at our home.

My children now attend Lincoln schools w/ MEETCO students.

While | was teaching at Lincoln-Sudbury, there were METCO students in my classes.
My 3 children went through the Lincoln Schools.

Through Lincoln schools

| worked in the Lincoln Schools from 1960 - 1980 so | was there when METCO began.
Attended Lincoln Schools with METCO program as a child.
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If yes, how:

209
211

212
213
214
215
216
217
218

219

My daughter graduated from Lincoln. Her dad from Westwood. | have friends from Weston and Concord.

| would have circled yes in the years my kids attended Lincoln K-8 but now the specifics need to be re-

explained to me.

Gathering info and finding out

Children in Lincoln Schools; host family
Lived in Lincoln since inception

Two children in Lincoln School

2 children K-8 in Lincoln Schools & L-S
Active in the early years

Long time Lincoln resident
Children in K-12

| have a 5th & 8th grader

Wednesday, July 16, 2003

Page 7 of 7



2. Do you have any specific questions about the program?

ID QuestionText
2 Administrative costs of METCO

4 How the kids mix with Lincoln kids. Any special problems in school?
5 1think there is too much of our tax money going to METCO.
6 | just want it to continue.

7 1don't have (and never had) children in the Lincoln Schools but | am strongly in favor of continuing the
METCO program and am willing to pay for it through my taxes.

8 I'ma METCO supporter!

10 Where does Lincoln's percent of METCO students rank when compared with other participating
communities?

12 How much is the cost?
Are the costs worth the benefits?
Can the program actually be detrimental to Lincoln kids?
Are we sacrificing services/tools for our kids for this program?

16 Its value and how that is measured, if at all.

19 Would like METCO staff to be better evaluated and the program held to higher standards.
Would like *accurate*, *honest* reporting on how METCO students are faring.

21 Many - see below
22 How are children/families selected? Are there pretests as in private school?
23 Why is it a sacred cow?

25 Why is the one L:incoln parent on the Committee, one that has been particularly critical? Seems odd,
eh?
Get an advocate on the Committee!

27 Bet I have a lot of ideas for improving it.

32 1. What is the current total enroliment of the METCO Program, including all towns participation?
2. What is the current total cost of the program (all towns)?
3. Can the program costs be reported as/to categories: Administration, Transportation & Classroom
Instruction?
4. What is the status of the "Racial Imbalance" rule as related to Boston Public Schools and the State
Dept. of Education? Do other regions in MA continue to participate? | suspect that if the METCO budget
were turned over to Boston School System to build excellent programs, people would be clamoring to
attend, and the School System would stand tall among the prestigious learning institutions in the city.
| suspect that if the METCO budget were turned over to Boston School System to build excellent
programs, people would be clamoring to attend, and the School System would stand tall among the
prestigious learning institutions of the city.

33 How does the students' performance changeover the course of the Lincoln program?

35 | question race based program at the current time. Disadvantage based on economic/social background
is a better alternative.
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QuestionText

36
37

38

41

42

45

46

50

51

52

56

59

62

64

67

68

73
74

78

79

Total # & breakdown of # of children by grade and # of children in METCO that are on an IEP.
How much does it cost the school

Why does anyone seriously question the value of this successful program, or reduce it to a dollars-and-
cents issue? We need better, more frequent communications.

Why does Lincoln have a greater percentage of METCO kids compared to other towns?

I would be interested in seeing a breakdown of the costs associated with this program vs. sources of
specific funding. | would also be interested in the criteria applied in deciding what students are accepted
into METCO.

A breakdown of its costs & items checked below

1. "Transparency" is essential; secrecy to be avoided like the plague!. Therefore, please describe
completely & accurately the METCO students' achievements on academic tests, including the MCAS.
2. Please describe the Lincoln TEACHERS' views on the benefits (or otherwise) of having METCO
children in the classes.

What are the costs & benefits to Lincoln residents & school children if the percentage of Boston
residents were reduced to 9% or 6% or increased to 15% of the total student body (versus 12% now)?

...not until | read/hear a presentation.

| certainly hope the program will continue and in a large enough size to effect integration, which did occur
30 years ago. 12% is not enough.

Need an accurate accounting (not separated out into other; |.e. special needs, staff, etc. budgets) of
money actually paid by town for METCO - we need an inclusive accounting so town can vote on merits
and whether or not METCO is a priority.

Costs vs. state reimbursement for METCO vs. charter schools

1. How can we have *reasoned* analysis of the program & its impact on its future w/o polarization, vitriole
and one-sided information?
The School Committee *MUST™ provide leadership, not defensiveness - I'll try to look harder for that.

My interest is in preserving, expanding, and improving the program. However, I'm too old! Birthday 2003-
1921=82 in Sept. | walk slowly, stand precariously. But | care intensely..

Have never doubted the special gift and value of the Program over the years.

(Social Studies)

The program must be fully integrated; both programatically and thus finacially - Lincoln & Boston children
must participate in violence awareness programs - not just Boston kids!

Boston & Lincoln children must attend Lincoln Town Meeting (1 hour or so) and also a Boston City
Council meeting (meeting with Mayor - optional!) before 8th grade graduation!

All students should have Boston, Lincoln and Sudbury history before 8th grade graduation!

No, but very supportive!
Mentioned below

How many Lincoln METCO students complete high school? Go to college? Complete college? How do
these figures compare with non-METCO inner city students?

What criteria are used to evaluate program, ratio of METCO/Lincoln students dropping our, going to
college, etc.
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QuestionText

80

81

84

86

88

92

93

96

97

99

102

103

104

106

109

111

112

114

119

% of graduates of the prgroam who go on to college (2 yr, 4 yr, Grad school?)

In the beginning we, the Town's People, were told METCO would cost Lincoln nothing at all. It was years
before it was revealed that *YES* indeed, there is a cost (financial) to the town. Can we now be open and
above board about the actual cost to Lincoln of MEtCO?

see below

1. What are the costs to the Commonwealth?
2. What are the costs to the Town of Lincoln?
3. What are the overall projected costs for FY2004 and 20057

Why are only minorities included in METCO?

| want to make sure we maintain the current commitment with the goal of *increasing* the METCO
percentage (of pupils) in the future.

What percentage of METCO children receive special ed services?

Is the amount of tax-supported teaching of METCO justufuable in today's difficult economy?
How do the *teachers* feel about it?

I think it is important for the school to be open to changes in the program even while we recognize the
importance of diversity in oru schools. The history and value of the METCO program are strong, but | do
believe we need to recognize that this program, like all programs in the school, must be evaluated in the
current fiscal context. My questions then revolve around how we can maintain a METCO program with
reduced funding, eg, smaller program, using staffing differently (such as teaming up w/ nearby METCO
schools), students entering later, not back-filling later) | would like to know how *other* METCO schools
are managing with less $. Benchmarkign data would be helpful.

Is program relevant to those not directly involved in Lincoln Schools? (Any answers below only apply if
program relates to nonschool users) Thanks.

Outcome for the METCO students themselves - worth the hard work to attend so far from home? Effects
on social adjustment/development? Value to Lincoln kids is strong & clear!

- Why is METCO just black children?
- Why are the same families chosen year after year?
- Is it fair that METCO students receive specialist time at the expense of Lincoln students' needs?

What is the cost to the school system/community. What percentage of METCO students are special ed -
since this is so much more expensive and is this amount included in figures of "how much does METCO
cost us."

- Why do METCO students get picked for speech when some of our children could benefit - ie sound
substitutions that effect their spelling.
- Concerned about discipline problems that take teachers' time from class.

Has any study been made of at what grade entrance into the program provides the most benefit to the
students?

How can anyone miss the value of having a METCO program in Lincoln?
What's happening with METCO in other towns?

Why Lincoln has the greatest percentage of METCO in the state 12%

- Charge to school task force included "look at admin. of Lincoln METCO"
- task force did not deal with that issue in its report.

- Question: How does Lincoln METCO admin. compare with other METCO towns? Are there
opportunities for cost reduction that don't seriously detract from the program?
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QuestionText

120

121
127

129

130

133

134

139

143

147

148

151

152

156

158

161

166
168
173

174

176

The benefits of the program have been sadly reduced by the unwillingness of those responsible for the
program - with the secrecy. Lack of candor about the funding.

Is diversity the primary goal of the program?
How much is it costing the town in uncovered tuition and special ed

| simply want to know how it operates in Lincoln. | am a supporter of METCO and have worked with the
program in another school district. | have seen its positive effect on an elementary school and have
worked to help solve problems with its implementation.

Would want a cost-benefit analysis to ensure my kid's programs aren't suffering as a result of paying for
METCO.

-Actual cost for the program
-cost for Lincoln tax payers
-state funding

If we continue with overrides for school budgets--I think our METCO commitment needs to be seriously
addressed!

Has Lincoln school system looked into generating funds to support METCO program e.g. commercial
rental of school auditorium, classrooms. . .

How do we measure success of the program? Vs. cost?
How are students selected?
Are there any requirements that students start & stay in our program?

Why is Lincoln's commitment so much larger than other towns? How much *exactly* is the program
costing Lincoln above the state funding?

Presumably they will be answered in inforation that will be following. . .

Insist it remain and wish at a *greater* number of students. Prefer to pay for this program *vs* new "co-
ordinators" and/or more administrators.

Want to keep informed. Attended Mr. Blake's '94 forum in Roxbury but am out of touch now.
| support the program as it stands for Lincoln
Cost to Lincoln

| am concerned that the METCO program has become a sacred cow in this town. | am not sure how my
children benefit. | don't like the double standard--that Lincoln shildren are held to higher behavior
standards. My daughter is afraid of the METCO students in her class, who are more aggressive, but | feel
I will be criticized if | bring this up.

Current activities between METCO & Lincoln families--host program, visiting days
Why are we supporting such a high percentage of METCO children? Compared to other towns?
see #3

What studies have there been of academic achievement & long-term benefit from METCO by
participants from Lincoln.

What's the current subsidy by Lincoln and compared to the past? How has it grown and is projected to
run in the future?
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ID QuestionText

177 Throughout the past few years, the Lincoln Putlic School has been forced to cut back drastically on
certain expenditures. Class size is rising, teachers have been cut, and there is no longer any
professional development offered to teachers. What cut backs has the METCO program faced?

Are there academic and behavioral guidelines (standards) that Metco student must follow in order to
remain in the program.

178 What is the % of total cost born by Lincoln in comparison with cost to Boston.
181 Not quite sure this issue is being revisited

182 - Does METCO track the students that go through the program?
- Over the entire history of the program, how many students each year have enrolled?

183 Why does Lincoln have to participate?
If we do participate why do we have to participate at current levels of students?

185 Just comments
The program creates diversity by constantly bringing in programs to teach children the differences. This
is *negative®.

186 I'd like to better understand how participating students feel about the program. Do they like it? Are they
happy? Do they feel included/excluded?

190 1. What is the % of special needs METCO kids to all METCO kids? Is this acceptable?
2. What is the % of special needs children on the waiting list from METCO?
3. Ask the teachers what % of METCO children do homework? Cause disruption in class? Are good
students? Pass MCAS?
4. | guess just the overall benefit or drawback of METCO program apart from diversity is what?

191 Would like to know more about REAL costs. Would like to know relative impact of special ed and
behavioral problems. How does support for METCO take away from academic progress & teacher
support?

192 Why don't we value more the benefits of the program, (many of them hard to measure - many of them
unknown until the METCO students are adults)?

196 * Will Lincoln continue to commit to the program with the state-wide budget cuts?
* What is the % of Spec. Ed students in METCO vs. residential?

198 More background. Evaluation data. Costs and benefit.
How do we compare to other participating towns? (ie, enroliment, per students spending, administrative
overhead)
Are there any evaluation data from Lincoln or overall programs?
Given that the district is cutting many valuable programs (ie science) and that we cannot guarantee small
class sizes - what are the tradeoffs and comparisons to be made for the METCO program?

200 Just surprise at how uninformed many of the Lincoln parents are about the clear benefits of METCO to
their kids.

201 Itis my impression that the number of METCO students receive special education help & dollars. This
concerns me! What is the selection process and mission of the program?

202 Many. . . see below
204 Has there been a study on outcomes - long term for METCO students?

207 How many METCO students are presently in each grade? What is the cost per student? How many have
special needs?

209 Yes if parents of kids don't help or contribute should be allowed to attend? Why there isn't any
enforcement?
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ID QuestionText

210 How can we justify *cost* when so many residents & town run programs are hurting because of budget
crunch?

211  Exactly how METCO kids are chosen.

What specific efforts are made to evalaute them; to prepare them for entry into our system; to evaluate
their performance while here & when they leave.

214 Is METCO itself diverse? In Lincoln?
Who controls the program
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J. Are you interested in learning more about any of these

topics relating to METCO? (number who checked each)

Program_Benefits
State_Funding
Program_Operation
Parental_involveme
Achievement_Gap
Long_Term_Outcom
Student_Selection
SPED
Student_Achieveme
Parent_Perspective
Program_Cost
Program_History
Transportation
Teacher_Perspectiv
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51

58

17

29

64

88

62

59

55

34

92

23

17

67
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3. Are you interested in learning more about any of these
topics relating to METCO? (those who marked "Other”)

ID TopicOtherText
5 As a Senior my husband and | feel that our taxes should go for other things.

17 Cost in face of dwindling school budget.

20 Long term outcomes

21 State funding & Program cost starred.

25 Move discussion from numbers and stats to kids. Give some case studies, human interest,
benefits to Lincoln & Boston kids, views from actual families, etc.

27 (Starred program benefits; comment next to Students Achievement: "include high school”;
comment next to Teacher Perspectives: "black and white")

30 anyorall

33 comments: Program benefits: "Is it beneficial?"; Program operations: "do they have help?"; LT
outcomes: "Are the kids benefiting in comparison to non-METCO students?"

34 All social [unknown] of the whole picture. Most onloy know/percieve a small slice of this.

37 Teacher perspective starred

39 Student selection process is starred

42 | am also interested in learning the percentage of METCO students in each grade - how many
METCO students graduate eighth grade vs. how many Lincoln students stay to 8th.

44 | feel well informed.

46 All of the above are of interest. The most significant measures are always how
programs/experiences are viewed "down the pike." Do all the constituencies report back
5/10/15/20 years later on how they feel about the MEtCO experience?

NOTE: You need to provide opportunities for *citizen* input on the topics!!

50 1. Please list the principal criteria the town might use in assessing the appropriate size of the
METCO program.

2. What selection criteria are used in choosing METCO students for Lincoln?

51 All of these topics presumably would be discussed in a thoughtful presentation, mailing or email
communication.

52 Student perspective - The value of diversity in the schools is great even though it is only a
glimpse at what society is like outside this town. The real value is a long term investment,
broadening the permanent experience of all the students involved.

56 Student behavior
Staffing
Class size - see #6
Are Lincoln METCO students told, as in Arlington, that if they step out of line they will be dropped
and if not, why not? Why was METCO coordinator/director dropped a few years ago?

62 1. Social interaction among METCO and other students, esp. after 4th grade

2. Including non-black minorities among METCO
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TopicOtherText

63

64

67

72

74

75

79

81

83

85

90

97

100

103

106

111

115

119

(note Cost is starred)
| would hope you will *not* spend more money to keep METCO in Lincoln. Let's try to *reduce*
our high taxes, if possible.

There should be gatherings of urban, suburban and other types that tend toward continuing
social exchange.
It's not what topics to be offered, it's what *action* can be developed to increase social contact.

Am interestedf in any dialogue, overview, assessment in an open respectful forum about ALL of
the issues.

Outcomes of METCO students relative to their peers in *Boston* public schools.

Lincoln, at this time, should not be burdened with above items. Many grandmothers have been
made legal guardians & their grandchildren live and/or lived with residents of Lincoln Woods.
Unfair!

Our children grew up long ago, so our only contact with METCO is the occasional article in the
newspaper. We have always valued the program very highly and would be very interested in an
update that would cover all these topics, particularly the ones | have circled. | would also like to
hear from students and previous students - both white and black. | think such testimonials would
be very informative and to the point.

Note on Cost: Itemized
note on cost: the truth this time!

Note on Teacher perspective: I'd like this!
Note on Parent perspective: particularly Boston parents

I think METCO is an important component of our school system. Both for Lincoln children and as
a neighborly contribution.

Tell me how you will make cuts to the cost of the program. Diversity is important but the financial
reality has to be managed.

I'd also like to see the town accept the task force work on cost & move to next step of
considering small, incremental changes, if this becomes financially necessary.

note on Achievement Gap: If there is one.

note on cost: How many hours of speech, reading recovery time is used by METCO students
when Lincoln students could benefit?
Note on Teacher perspective: Honest

1. Do teachers really support the program?
2. How much of the special education time is spent on METCO students?
3. True cost of program

| know a lot of the above information, but I'd love to know more about teacher perspective.

note: Achievement gap: gap circled and starred:
* Loaded item!
Teacher perspective much more relevant. How about Lincoln & Boston student relationships?

* Have heard many differing versions of how participants are selected - what is the real story?
* Have heard that it is undesirable for principal to be involved with selection - makes little sense
to me. Please explain!

* Why are students added in higher grades that are not siblings of current students, and which
goes beyond the 2/class guideline?

Wednesday, July 16, 2003

Page 2 of 4



D TopicOtherText

120 note on cost: honest assessment
If you are interested in diversity why not include Asian, Latin Americans

123 all

125 Rather than looking at any "graph" | would like to see how well Lincoln METCO children did - e.g.
how many graduated HS, went to college, graduated college, are working in good jobs, etc. This
is the kind of data we have never been given (Follow up outcome data)
| also suggest asking Lincoln *graduates™ (& L-S graduates) the benefits of METCO. | know it
has made a difference in how my children interact with children of different backgrounds (&
races).

133 Ranking of cost v.s other town Concord, Weston, Westford etc.
134 NO-----
135 Impact of METCO students on the achievement of Lincoln's non-METCO students

139 Is parent perspective that of parent METCO student? Or [that of] Lincoln parent
We need both perspectives.

143 Lincoln students view (residents)
145 [beside "Program Cost":] This program should *not* be a Lincoln expense.
146 [Beside "State funding":] -current

147 |1 would like to see evidence that achievement levels of non-metco students actually increase by
virtue of having metco students in the classroom

152 Just want to know how it's going

161 Does the cost of special ed for METCO students come from their home towns or from Lincoln?
What percent are sped students? What are parents' income levels? Is it in fact a program for
poor black students?

164 METCO student perspective.

171 -Detailed understanding of costs/funding sources
-Ways being considered to reduce costs without terminating program

176 all from Lincoln and Boston perspective

180 (note on Benefits) Should be the key focus
This questionnaire seems quite targeted to negative and preconceived concepts. Not quite a
professional questionnaire.

181 note on Achievement gap: Lincoln has its host of varying abilities too!!!
Note on Teacher Perspective: As a teacher | know many who think this program is critical
How to raise money for a program so much a part of this community!!!

184 note on Program History: important
Student perspective (current)

185 [notes next to several items: "l know"]
There has always been too huge administrative costs - too many adults who are not teaching but
drawing salaries.

186 Teacher perspective starred
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187 Achievement compared to peers in inner city schools

189 All are topics | know something about, but would be interested in learning more.

190 notes: Achievement gap and Program cost are starred
I'm very happy you are looking into the cost benefit/expense of the METCO program. | believe all
areas should be looked at for cutting costs. What about the special needs group & program
assistants & increased costs?

194 Threats to its continuing to be a key part of education w/in the Lincoln Schools.

198 How does the "Achievement gap" affect the learning of Lincoln children?
What is the statewide average of METCO? How does Lincoln compare?
What is the rationale for the 2003-2004 student body to have 12% METCOQO?

202 ["™" by 'State Funding' and 'Program Cost']
204 note after "Parent perspective": and perspective of Boston parents whose children stay in Boston
209 How I can help out in any way possible?

211 [earlier: All of the above]
If these topics were addressed in a report and sent to every Lincoln home or at least those who
requested it - the FACTS would help clear up the FICTION circulating about these issues

217 | think all these topics should be addressed and clearly discussed at the Fall Conference so
there will be solid information for an informed decision.

218 State fund vis-a-vis choice programs.
Academic eval. of diversity programs
Outlook for education without METCO
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4. Would you be inteteatathghmore about research and
current perspectives on the value of diversity in public s

Yes 90
No 64

Maybe 35
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9. The METGO Forum Steering Committee will compile information about the
topics of interest to the Lincoln Community and will offer
education/information on these topics during the fall of 2003.

What would be your preferred method of communications?

Electronic 78
Written 93
Speakers 96

The best time for me to attend an educational offering/discussion would be:

DaytimeDuringWeek 42
Weekend 42
Evening 119
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